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Your name: 
 

Writer's name: 
 

Title of paper: 
 
Read the paper carefully, without pausing to comment, to get the overall effect of the paper.  In the space 
below, write down your general feelings about the paper.  Is it interesting?  Easy to follow?  Did you get 
lost along the way?  Did it always maintain your interest? 

 
 
 
 
Now, re-read the paper and answer all of the questions below. 

What is the paper's thesis or main argument?  Write it down in your own words.  If the paper doesn't 
seem to have one clear focus, write down the different points that were made. 
 
 
 
Comment on the paper's introduction.  Did it grab your attention?  Did it give you a clear idea of what 
was to come? 

 
 
 
How is the paper organized?  Write down a rough outline of the major points made in the paper.  Do all 
of the points seem to relate to the thesis?  Are the points arranged in a logical order?  Would you 
rearrange any of them? 
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Did you find the argument convincing?  What would make it more convincing?  Give specific ideas for 
improvement. 

 
 
 
 
 
Was the paper clearly written?  Write down any sentences that could be improved.  If you have 
suggestions for how to improve them, offer your advice. 

 
 
 
 
 

Note: Writers need feedback to improve!  Be honest and give the paper your 
closest attention.
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